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Discussion Moral Absolutism V. Moral Relativism
The discussion and debate on whether morality is absolute or relative has ensued for many years across various realms of life. This shows that even though there exist moral principles that are seen as universally accepted to constitute morality in society, variations and disagreements are always coming up (Leone, Giacomantonio & Lauriola, 2019). This is because of the fact that what one particular community might term as respectful and morally upright might be seen as immoral by people of another culture. Therefore, morality is relative.
Morality is relative because there are variations in cultures of people and behaviour as well as lifestyles. As such, people set up rules and principles that govern their behaviour depending on their cultures. Furthermore, an immoral act might be seen as immoral depending on the circumstances surrounding that particular act.  That means that the situational factors of an act determine whether the act is immoral or moral (Boghossian, 2017). For example, in the criminal justice system, killing is seen as an immoral and criminal act that is some countries described as a first-degree crime. In most cases, a person who kills another commits a crime and meets the highest punishment that there is as set by the constitution of the are in which they live. However, the situational factors surrounding such killing might be that someone killed another through self-defense after being attacked by the deceased person. \or, one can kill another to prevent them from robbing or killing others. In such a situation, the act is seen as a morally upright act accepted in society. However, it does not change the fact that it constitutes killing a person. Therefore, morality in society is relative because it depends on the situational factors surrounding an act or behaviour.
Moral relativism, as stated, argues that morality is linked to factors such as culture, historical time periods, and subgroups. This means that morality is a product of the culture of a people and the principles that define their morality (Boghossian, 2017). Culture is defined as a general way of doing things or a way of life of people. Culture differs from one group to another. For example, western culture is different from Asian culture. Even in the larger Asian culture, the cultures of subgroups such as the Chinese is different from the Indian culture. This means that different subgroups with the larger cultural groupings of the society have different elements of culture that make them different from others. And this means that their principles that define morality also differ from one culture to another and from one subgroup to another (Williams & Arrigo, 2008).
The concept of moral relativism differs from the doctrines of ethical objectivism and ethical universalism. The doctrines of ethical objectivism are intrinsic and eternal. They therefore, do not depend on any other external factors such as situational factors. They are uncreated because they exist internally and externally. This means that ethical objectivism is more or less like the moral absolutism which argues that there are certain things that are universally bad and cannot be seen as good depending on situational factors (Quintelier, De Smet & Fessler, 2013). Therefore, ethical objectivism and universalism differ from relativism in the sense that they assert that there are acts that are absolutely bad and others absolutely good, something that is not the case with the arguments of moral relativism (Jhingran, 2001).


References
Leone, L., Giacomantonio, M., & Lauriola, M. (2019). Moral foundations, worldviews, moral absolutism and belief in conspiracy theories. International Journal of Psychology, 54(2), 197-204.
Quintelier, K. J., De Smet, D., & Fessler, D. M. (2013). The moral universalism-relativism debate. KLESIS–Revue philosophique, 27, 211-262.
Jhingran, S. (2001). Ethical relativism and universalism. Motilal Banarsidass Publishe.
Williams, C. R., & Arrigo, B. A. (2008). Ethics, crime, and criminal justice. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall.
Boghossian, P. (2017, June). Relativism About Morality. In Realism-Relativism-Constructivism: Proceedings of the 38th International Wittgenstein Symposium in Kirchberg. De Gruyter (pp. 301-312).
